
City of Mora 
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

Meeting Agenda 
Public Utilities Commission 

 
Mora City Hall 
101 Lake St. S 

Mora, MN 55051 

 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020 3:00 PM Mora City Hall 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some or all of the Public Utilities Commissioners and other meeting 
participants may be attending electronically. 
 
The public may attend the meeting by phone with the following number: 1-408-418-9388  
Call from a cell phone to avoid charges. Access code: 126 368 0432 Password: 35787329 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Adopt Agenda (No item of business shall be considered unless it appears on the agenda for the meeting. Council members may add 

items to the agenda prior to adoption of the agenda.) 
4. Consent Agenda (Those items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be acted upon by 

one motion under this agenda item. There will be no separate discussion of these items, unless a Council Member so requests, in which 
event, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered immediately after the adoption of the consent agenda.) 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – May 18, 2020 
b. May 2020 Claims 

 
5. Open Forum (Individuals may address the council about any item not contained on the regular agenda. There is a maximum of fifteen 

(15) minutes set aside for open forum. A maximum of three (3) minutes is allotted per person. The City Council will take no official action on 
items discussed at the forum, with the exception of referral to staff for future report.) 

 
6. Special Business 

None 
 

7. New Business 
a. Sanitary Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation  
b. Utility Penalty & Disconnect Measures during COVID-19 
c. Wastewater Treatment Plan Financing Discussion 

 
8. Old Business 

a. Sanitary Sewer and Well Exemption Request – Glenn & Nina Peterson 
b. Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop 

 
9. Communications 

None 
 

10. Reports 
a. Public Utilities General Manager 
b. Public Works Director 
c. Commissioner Baldwin 
d. Commissioner Christianson 
e. Chair Ardner 

 
11. Adjournment 
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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Commissioner Ardner called to order the regular meeting of the 
Mora Public Utilities Commission at 3:00 PM on Monday, May 18, 2020 via a public Web-Ex virtual 
meeting. 
 

Oath of Office: Ryan Christianson took the oath of office as he officially filled the vacant 
commissioner seat whose term expires December 31, 2020. 

3. Roll Call: Present: Commissioners Greg Ardner, Brett Baldwin, and Ryan Christianson 
 Absent: none 

Staff Present: Utilities General Manager Crawford, Public Works Director Kohlgraf, 
Utility Billing Clerk Bliss, City Accountant King, and Deputy City Clerk Yoder   

4. Adopt Agenda: MOTION made by Baldwin, seconded by Christianson, voted by roll call:  
 Aye: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
 Nay: none 
 Motion was unanimously carried to approve the agenda as presented. 

5. Consent Agenda: MOTION made by Baldwin, seconded by Christianson, voted by roll call: 
Aye: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nay: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – April 20, 2020 
b. April 2020 Claims 

6. Open Forum: No one spoke at open forum.  

7. Special Business: There was no special business to discuss. 

8. New Business:  
a. Sanitary Sewer Exemption Request: Kohlgraf reported the property of 300 Little Ranches 

Road was recently purchased by Glenn and Nina Peterson, who have submitted a 
sanitary sewer exemption request for a private septic system. Kohlgraf pointed to city 
code §50.12 that states a hardship must exist making it unfeasible to obtain public 
sanitary sewer and defined hardship per city code.  
Both Glen and Nina Peterson spoke, stating the distance of over 1,000 feet from the 
house to municipal infrastructure with a ravine in between may require a pump system 
or water mitigation due to the terrain and distance, which could cost the Petersons an 
estimated $30,000 to hook up to city sewer. The Petersons stressed their belief of 
unfeasibility to install the infrastructure due to the topography and the ravine on the 
property. 
Ardner requested to delay the decision for an exemption to allow time for staff to look 
into other accommodations and for the PUC to view the property, and stated if a decision 
had to be made immediately, the exemption request would be denied according to city 
code. MOTION Made by Christianson, seconded by Baldwin, voted on by roll call: 
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to table the discussion until the regular June meeting. 

b. Engineering Services, Transmission and Distribution Pole Replacement – HWY 65/Mora 
Lake: Kohlgraf explained SMMPA’s plan to replace transmission poles along Highway 65 
and Mora Lake in the fall/winter of 2020 and it would involve Mora Municipal Utilities’ 
(MMU) electrical distribution underbuild. Kohlgraf requested approval to hire MMU’s 
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electrical engineer DGR for engineering services to replace the overhead distribution 
poles and attachments with underground lines and to remove all MMU equipment from 
SMMPA owned transmission poles; the estimated total project budget provided by DGR 
was $135,000 which included engineering services, materials and construction. Kohlgraf 
explained the city’s line would go from Peterson Park to the pond on the north of Central 
Avenue up to 9th Street which would free-up five poles from maintenance by staff. 
MOTION Made by Baldwin, seconded by Christianson, voted on by roll call: 
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to accept the master agreement from DGR for 
engineering services in the amount of $16,000.  

c. Heavy Duty Service Truck Replacement: Kohlgraf presented a request to replace the 
existing 2002 F-550 Heavy Duty service truck in service, and explained the replacement 
was scheduled in the 2020 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). MOTION made by 
Christianson, seconded by Baldwin, voted on by roll call: 

Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to accept the quote from Midway Ford for the 
vehicle cab and chassis in the amount of $40,506.57 and accept the quote from 
ABM Equipment for the service body and crane in the amount of $53,308.00; total 
cost not to exceed $93,814.57. 

d. Appoint PUC Representative to the City EDA: Crawford explained the PUC may appoint 
a commissioner to fill the vacant PUC representative position for the City Economic 
Development Authority. Discussion ensued and Baldwin agreed to fill the seat.  MOTION 
made by Ardner, seconded by Christianson, voted on by roll call: 
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to appoint Brett Baldwin to fill the vacant City EDA 
seat.   

9. Old Business:  
a. CMHP Request for PUC Support Update: Crawford expounded Minnesota Housing’s 

preference for more definitive language of support and recommended the PUC repeal 
the previous resolution and adopt a new resolution with language provided by MN 
Housing. MOTION made by Baldwin, seconded by Christianson, voted on by roll call: 
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to accept the following resolution reducing the WAC 
and SAC fees by 50% on 32 units for a total reduction of $62,400: 

RESOLUTION NO PUC2020-522 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MORA, 

MINNESOTA, SUPPORTING WAC AND SAC FEE REDUCTIONS FOR A 32-UNIT MULTI-
FAMILY, LOW INCOME HOUSING PROJECT 

(see attached) 

b. Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop: With a new commissioner in 
attendance, staff and commissioner Ardner provided a recap on the petroleum storage 
tank release site at Jerry’s Bait Shop located at 631 Maple Avenue East, making it known 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has requested the well of Jerry’s Bait be shut 
down. Ardner recommended Christianson talk with owner Don Larson and view the 
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business and bait operations if time allowed before the next meeting. MOTION made by 
Christianson, seconded by Baldwin, voted on by roll call: 
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to table discussion for the regular June meeting. 

10. Communications: The following communications were reviewed. 
a. Quarterly Financial Reports: King presented the quarterly report to the PUC. 
b. Utility Billing Monthly Report – April 2020: Bliss reported some past due balances have 

been accumulating; Ardner asked when the delay of penalties/disconnects will change 
due to the pandemic guidelines.  

c. Utility Billing Adjustments Report – April 2020 

11. Reports: 

a. Public Utilities General Manager: Crawford reported all offices would be closed on 
Monday for Memorial Day; all electric and water/wastewater staff were back to full-
time on-site work schedules with enough PPE for each staff member. Crawford stated 
city hall was still closed and Crawford didn’t have a date as to when it would open, city 
hall staff were rotating three days in-office and two-remotely; no complaints had been 
received by customers and overpayments of utility bills were applied as credits to the 
customers’ accounts, all of which appears to be going smoothly.  

b. Public Works Director: Kohlgraf reported tree trimming had begun on the country line, 
the generator slab for well 5 was laid; the water flow had gone down by 50% with Mora 
Lake levels dropping, which makes the WWTP work better with less clean water 
entering it. Kohlgraf also reported new electric services installed in the Fox Run 
development, some electric pole replacements, and hydrant flushing has taken place. 
Crawford reported the Electric Vehicle charging station projects were waiting to move 
forward while Coborns completes the legal agreement and to gets an executed space 
agreement.  

c. Commissioner Baldwin: Nothing new to report. 
d. Commissioner Christianson: Nothing new to report. 
e. Chairperson Ardner: Ardner expressed gratitude to staff for the way they’ve handled the 

pandemic situation and stated a job well-done so far; Ardner would be unavailable for 
the next two days. 

 

12. Adjournment: MOTION made by Baldwin, seconded by Christianson, voted on by roll call:  
Ayes: Baldwin, Christianson, and Ardner 
Nays: none 
Motion was unanimously carried to adjourn at 4:14 PM.  

 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Chair 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Secretary 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Joseph Kohlgraf, Public Works Director 
RE: Sanitary Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation  

 
SUMMARY 
The PUC will consider approval of the rehabilitation of four sanitary sewer manholes on Union St. South. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
In previous years, MMU rehabbed sanitary sewer manholes using a spin cast method which is a process of 
fixing in place maintenance repair. Staff is very satisfied with the outcome of the repairs that have been done 
in the past. 
 
The proposed manholes are still in good condition, but are starting to show signs of decay on the insides due 
to sewer gases. Completing the rehab would ensure the manholes last for many more years to come. 
 
Union Street’s sanitary sewer is in good shape and staff feels that this maintenance repair will prolong the life 
of the collection system on this street. All of these manholes are at least 12 feet deep making this project 
worthwhile. Staff was only able to obtain one quote, from Thul Specialty Contracting Inc. in the amount of 
$21,800. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 

1. Approve the project. This will cut down on the need of repairs. These repairs were budgeted for in the 
sanitary sewer collection repair fund for $30,000. 

2. Deny the project. This may require additional staff time on repairs and future full replacement of 
manhole structures. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to approve the quote from Thul Specialty Contracting, Inc. for the rehabilitation of four sanitary sewer 
manholes not to exceed $21,800. 
 
 
Attachments 
Quote from Thul Specialty Contracting, Inc. 





mwil
'fm, ffimmarrr,Gwmemrg ]hrr.

PO Box 322 Elk River, MN 55330
P.6126444862 F-763 576 8799

www.th u ls pec ia ltvco ntracti nq. com
lfiay 7,2024

Mr. Joe Kohlgraf
Public Works Director
Mora, MN

RE: Rehabilitation of 4 Manholee on S. Union 8t., Mora MN

Joe,

Here is my itemized proposal for rehabilitation of the above referenced Manholes using Parsons
CA-100 as requested:

Mobilization; Ytlaived

The 4 manholes will be rehabilitated with Parsons CA-100 as follows:

1. Repair Chimney-remove loose deteriorated brick; repair voids using a high strength,
non-shrink, hydraulic cement.

2. Repair the doghouses using a high strength, non-shrink, hydraulic cement. (All4
benches looked to be in good shape.)

3. Line manhole with a 1" thick, 10,000 psicompressive strength, non-shrink, fiber
reinforced, gunite applied, Parsons CA-100 restoration mortar.

MH at the intersection of S. Union and Hersey Ave.

MH at the intersection of S. Union and Bean Ave.
Replace casting (city to provide)

MH at the intersection of S. Union and Stewart Ave.

MH at 543 S. Union

Lump Sum $6,300.00

Lump $um $5,850.00
Lump Sum $ 650.00

Lump Sum $5,400.00

Lump Sum $3,600.00

Total: $21,800.00

Please contact me with questions or concerns. Thank you for considering Thul Specialty
Contracting.

Sincerely

Jonathan Krecklau
Thul Specialty Contracting, Inc.
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
RE: Utility Penalty & Disconnect Measures during COVID-19 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
The PUC will discuss electric and water/sewer penalties and disconnects to utility bills as it relates to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Due to the significant number of people that may have been financially impacted by the effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic emergency and in accordance with the Minnesota State PUC, MMU has not been imposing 
disconnections and penalties to electric and water utility bills since mid-March. 
 
Since that time the number of utility customers overdue in their payments has increased significantly, see 
monthly utility billing report attached. Generally these customers would be given a penalty if no payment was 
made and encouraged to set up a payment plan before potential disconnection. Before the pandemic the 
following number of penalties were issued: 

January 2020 – 338 accounts 
February 2020 – 331 accounts 
March 2020 – 248 accounts 

 
While some customers have set up payment plans, some have not and this is reflecting poorly in the electric, 
water and sewer funds. With the governor beginning to reopen the state and loosening restrictions it is 
assumed that utility customers are able to return to work and, over time, will be able to pay their utility bills. 
 
In addition, some utility customers work with Lakes and Pines for utility billing assistance. Staff learned that 
Lakes and Pines has adjusted their income guidelines to only look at one month of income for a household 
instead of their usual three. They’ve also allocated an additional $600 in crisis funds per household if they 
qualify and extended their application deadline to July 1st. 
 
Staff has also been researching processes implemented by other municipal utilities, including SMMPA 
members. After reviewing findings and analyzing the electric, water and sewer funds staff is proposing to 
continue working closely with customers and encouraging payment plans with the following process for 
overdue accounts until the pandemic emergency has been lifted: 

1. Notify customer of overdue balance via phone call and encourage payment plan. 
2. If no response, notify customer again via written letter with payment plan paperwork attached. 
3. If still no response, notify customer again via door tag of disconnection notice with payment plan 

paperwork attached. 
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4. If no payment plan is entered into the customer would then be disconnected. If a payment plan is 
entered into the customer would not be disconnected or incur further penalties as long as they are 
consistently making payments while on the payment plan.  

 
Staff is also recommending temporarily extending the payment plan agreement from three months to six 
months, in which time customers must fulfill their past due account balance. The extension would expire once 
the pandemic emergency has been lifted. 
 
Should the PUC wish to resume the regular penalty and disconnect process on a certain date staff has 
analyzed the potential impact to each utility fund. 
 

   If resuming penalty calculations by…  

  July 2020 September 2020 December 2020 

Penalties for…  Budget 2020 
 Reduce 

Revenue By  

 2020 
Revenue 
Possible  

 Reduce 
Revenue By  

 2020 
Revenue 
Possible  

 Reduce 
Revenue By  

 2020 
Revenue 
Possible  

Electric Fund          38,000.00    (10,500.00)     27,500.00    (21,000.00)     17,000.00    (31,500.00)        6,500.00  
Water Fund          14,000.00      (3,540.00)     10,460.00      (7,080.00)        6,920.00    (10,620.00)        3,380.00  
Sewer Fund          20,000.00      (5,520.00)     14,480.00    (11,040.00)        8,960.00    (16,560.00)        3,440.00  

Total             72,000.00    (19,560.00)     52,440.00    (39,120.00)     32,880.00    (58,680.00)     13,320.00  
 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 
Penalties 

1. Resume penalties in an upcoming month. This would help utility funds recover faster. 
2. Resume penalties when the pandemic emergency has been lifted. This follows the City’s Emergency 

Operations Plan and MN PUC recommendation and is a barrier to the recovery of funds. 
3. Resume penalties immediately (July statement for June usage). This may be a barrier to utility 

customers financially affected by COVID-19. 
 
Payment Arrangements 

1. Extend the terms of payment arrangements to six months until the emergency pandemic has been 
lifted. This would assist customers who may need additional time to financially recover from COVID-
19. 

2. Keep the terms of the payment arrangements at three months. 
 
Disconnections 

1. Begin disconnections after three failed attempts to enter into a payment arrangement. This allows 
several attempts to work with customers and would help utility funds recover faster. 

2. Resume disconnections when the pandemic has been lifted. This follows the City’s Emergency 
Operations Plan and MN PUC recommendation and is a barrier to the recovery of funds. 

3. Resume disconnections immediately. This may be a barrier to utility customers financially affected by 
COVID-19. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Penalties – Option 1, Payment Arrangements – Option 1, Disconnections – Option 1.  
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Attachments 
Utility Billing Monthly Report – May 2020 
Utility Billing Adjustments Report – May 2020 





Utility Billing Monthly Report
Calendar Year 2019

As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of

Description 1/31/2020 2/29/2020 3/31/2020 4/30/2020 5/31/2020 6/30/2020 7/31/2020 8/31/2020 9/30/2020 10/31/2020 11/30/2020 12/31/2020

Total Account Balances 601,347.50$   551,698.11$   595,134.72$   616,922.85$   652,958.35$   

     Current Period 555,704.84$   497,019.39$   532,608.19$   551,300.51$   579,482.47$   

     1 Period Overdue 28,985.02$     35,747.28$     32,808.33$     23,753.59$     25,596.14$     

     2 Periods Overdue 8,396.86$       11,454.21$     17,307.07$     19,021.53$     13,850.87$     

     3 Periods Overdue 8,471.17$       7,568.36$       12,342.36$     22,938.35$     34,120.00$     

Total Penalties Applied to Account 6,226.45$       6,190.49$       7,827.78$       -$                -

Past Due/Disconnection Notices Mailed
(customer 30 days or more past due) *

71 66 0 0 0

Utility Disconnects 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     Missed Payments on Payment Agreement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     No Response to Past Due/Disc Notice/Door Tag 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

* Does not include Quamba residents, customers with a payment agreement in place, and water only accounts.

COMMENTS:

Credit balance for '3 Periods Overdue' is due to pre-payment on accounts, energy assistance, and a solar connection credits.

Updated 6/10/2020





Monthly Utility Account Adjustments Report 
For Adjustments $50.00 or higher 

 
 

 

DATE SERVICE QTY AMOUNT NOTES 
MM YYYY         

5/2020 Water Res 
5,000 gallons + 

base fees 
$85.10 

 

Was not getting billed for water/sewer charges in Feb, 
March, and April. Water was shut off while house was on 

market. New owner purchased in Feb, 2020 and rates 
didn't get changed for water/sewer services. Account 

has since been paid in full. 

5/2020 Sewer Res 
5,000 gallons + 

base fees 
$101.31 

Was not getting billed for water/sewer charges in Feb, 
March, and April. Water was shut off while house was on 

market. New owner purchased in Feb, 2020 and rates 
didn't get changed for water/sewer services. Account 

has since been paid in full. 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
 Sara B. King, Accountant 
RE: Wastewater Treatment Plant Financing Discussion 

 
SUMMARY 
Mora’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) was financed by a loan and grants from the Minnesota Public 
Facilities Authority (PFA). While the WWTP project is not officially completed, the loan draws are coming to an 
end.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
In May of 2015, construction began on what is now the existing WWTP, and was financed by a loan and grants 
from the PFA. The plant design included reed beds, and unfortunately they are still not considered 
“established”. Because the reed beds have not yet been established, the project is still not officially completed 
and MMU is withholding $20,000 of the contract.  
 
The original financing agreement with PFA stated the loan disbursements would discontinue by June 30, 2018. 
Because the reed beds have delayed the project completion, MMU has been granted two extensions by PFA.  
 
PFA’s fiscal department would like to discontinue future loan disbursements and needs a written statement 
from MMU stating we no longer intend to request loan disbursements. While there is still $20,000 outstanding 
staff recommends discontinuing loan disbursements from PFA. This does not mean the project will be closed 
out, but does mean that $20,000 will not be reimbursable. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 

A. Direct staff to send a written statement to PFA stating MMU no longer intends to request loan 
disbursements. Keep in mind that any future payments to the contractor will not be reimbursable. 

B. Direct staff to contact PFA and inquire about an additional extension for loan disbursements.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to direct staff to send a written statement to PFA stating MMU no longer intends to request loan 
disbursements. 
 
 
Attachments 
None 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Joseph Kohlgraf, Public Works Director 
RE: Sanitary Sewer & Well Exemption Request – Glenn & Nina Petersen 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
The PUC will consider a request for a private well and private sanitary sewer exemption from the owners of 
property located at 300 Little Ranches Road. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Glenn & Nina Petersen recently purchased the property located at 300 Little Ranches Road, formerly owned 
by Ralph Cutler, with the intention of making improvements to the existing home. The site is currently served 
by a private well and a private septic system and the Petersen’s have been informed that the existing systems 
are non-compliant (i.e. failing). The Petersen’s options are to either connect to the municipal water and 
municipal sanitary sewer system or install a new private well and private sewer system. 
 
In order for a property owner to install a private well and private sewer system, per Code of Ordinances, Title 
V Public Works, §50.12 Exemptions, a hardship must exist making it unfeasible to obtain public water and 
public sanitary sewer and an exemption permit is required. §50.12 defines a hardship as one or more of the 
following: 

(1) The public sanitary sewer system is not within a reasonable distance of the subject property. 
(2) The public water system is not able to provide adequate volume or pressure to the subject 

parcel. 
 
The Petersen’s application cites distance and topography as justifications for the exemption. Staff has 
reviewed the Petersen’s request and does not believe that it meets either criteria to grant an 
exemption. Municipal water and sanitary sewer main infrastructure are currently located under Little 
Ranches Road which means that the Petersen’s property abuts existing infrastructure. It’s not possible 
for municipal water and sanitary sewer to be any closer to the subject property than it already is; 
therefore, staff recommends denial of the Petersen’s request. 
 
The Petersen’s have been made aware of the meeting and invited to speak to their request. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 

1. Make a determination that a hardship, as defined by City Code §50.12, exists and approve the request 
for exemption. The motion should include justification for granting an exemption for the permanent 
record in order to reduce the risk of setting a precedent. 

2. Make a determination that a hardship, as defined by City Code §50.12, does not exist and deny the 
request for exemption. Given that the Petersen’s existing private septic system is currently non-
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compliant, they’ll be required to connect to municipal sanitary sewer along with hook up to municipal 
water due to well replacement. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to adopt Resolution PUC2020-621 denying the request for a private well and sanitary sewer 
exemption. 
 
 
Attachments 
Location Map 
Resolution PUC2020-621 
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RESOLUTION NO. PUC2020-621 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MORA, MINNESOTA, 
DENYING A REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION TO ALLOW A PRIVATE WELL AND PRIVATE SEWER SYSTEM 

AS REQUESTED BY GLENN & NINA PETERSEN 
 
WHEREAS, Glenn & Nina Petersen, property owners, submitted an application dated received May 4, 
2020 and amended on May 26, 2020 for an exemption in order to install a private well and a private 
sewer system rather than connect to the municipal water system and municipal sanitary sewer system; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the property is located at 300 Little Ranches Road and is legally described as: 
 

PID 22.00615.00 
E1/2 OF SW1/4 S OF RIVER EX COM AT SE COR THEN ON ASSUMED BEARING OF N 89D33'15" W ALONG 

S LINE 400.89' THEN N 0D26'45" E 275' THEN S 89D33'15" E 65.74' M/L TO W LINE OF E 333' OF SAID 
E1/2 OF SW1/4 THEN ON BEARING OF N ALONG SAID W LINE 58' TO POB; CONT ON BEARING OF N 

ALONG SAID W LINE 175.01' M/L TO INTERS WITH N LINE OF S 508' OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 THEN S 
89D33'15" E ALONG SAID N LINE 333.01' TO E LINE OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 THEN ON BEARING OF S ALONG E 

LINE 508.02' TO SE COR OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 THEN N 89D33' 15" W 550.89' THEN N 0D26'45" E 333' TO 
INTERS WITH LINE THAT BEARS N 89D33'15" W FROM POB THEN S 89D33'15" E 215.28' TO POB; & INCL 

S 33' LYING WLY & SWLY OF LINE DESC AS COM AT SE COR OF E1/2 OF SW1/4 THEN ON ASSMD 
BEARING OF N 89D33' 15" W ALONG S LINE 145.57' TO POB OF LINE THEN N 44D33'15" W 46.67' TO 

INTERES WITH N LINE OF SAID S 33' & SAID LINE THERE TERMINATING; 
SUBJ TO ESMNTS & HWY R/W OF RECORD 

Kanabec County, Minnesota 
Section 14 Township 039 Range 024 

 
WHEREAS, the Mora Municipal Utilities Commission reviewed the request at its May 18, 2020 and June 
15, 2020 meetings and heard from the Public Works Director; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Public Utilities Commission has determined that a hardship, as defined by Code of Ordinances, 
Title V Public Works, §50.12 Exemptions, making it unfeasible to obtain public water supply and sanitary sewer 
does not exist.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mora Municipal Utilities Commission hereby denies the 
request for exemption, requiring the following:  
1. Due to a non-compliant private sewer system, replacement of private well and municipal sanitary 

sewer and water infrastructure being located adjacent to the subject property, the property must 
connect to municipal sanitary sewer service and municipal water service. 

2. No connection shall be made to the sanitary sewer system and/or the municipal water service until 
the applicant pays a sewer access charge (SAC) and water access charge (WAC) as established by the 
Mora Municipal Utilities Rate Schedules. 

3. For service to property to which service lines have not been previously run from the mains to the 
property line, the applicant shall pay to the Utility the amount of which shall not be less than the 
Utility’s cost of making the necessary connections, taps and installation of pipe and appurtenances 
to provide service to the property and the necessary street repairs; provided, however, with the 



approval of the Utility, the owner or the owner’s agent shall have the right to contract directly with 
a licensed plumber or a certified pipe layer for the installation and connection of the service line. 

4. This Resolution shall be recorded at the office of the Kanabec County Recorder. 
 

The foregoing resolution was introduced and moved for adoption by Commissioner ___________ and 
seconded by Commissioner ____________.  
 
 

Voting for the Resolution: ................. 
Voting Against the Resolution: ..........  
Abstained from Voting: .....................  
Absent: .............................................  

 
 
Motion carried and resolution adopted this 15th day of June, 2020.  
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Greg Ardner 
Chair 
 

 
ATTEST:  
 
___________________________________ 
Lindy Crawford 
Public Utilities General Manager 



Item No. 8b 

1 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
RE: Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
Staff provided an update on the petroleum storage tank release site at the Jerry’s Bait Shop located at 631 East 
Maple Avenue at the last several PUC meetings. Commissioners Baldwin and Christianson wanted to research 
the issue prior to making any decision. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Over the last several years the PUC and staff have had discussions with the MPCA and Don Larson, owner of 
Jerry’s Bait Shop regarding potential water contamination from the well at Jerry’s Bait Shop. Over the last 
several years the MCPA has been actively monitoring the site to assess potential public health concerns. 
 
At the December 16, 2019 meeting the consensus of the PUC was that a variance from City Code 52.23 may be 
an option due to public health concerns. After further discussion at the February 18, 2020 meeting staff was 
directed to consult with the city attorney regarding this possibility. 
 
The city attorney has advised that the preferred solution would be utility supplied water with a filtration or 
treatment system for the bait operation. Reasons to avoid allowing a well in city limits include concerns 
regarding well head protection, cross contamination, and aquifer levels for example. However, a variance may 
be acceptable depending on the property owner’s reasoning for rejecting a filtration or treatment system.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Discuss options and impacts, and direct staff appropriately.  
 
 
Attachments 
None 
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