
City of Mora 
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

Meeting Agenda 
Public Utilities Commission 

 
Mora City Hall 
101 Lake St. S 

Mora, MN 55051 

 
 

Monday, April 20, 2020 3:00 PM Mora City Hall 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some or all of the Public Utilities Commissioners and other meeting 
participants may be attending electronically. 
 
The public may attend the meeting by phone with the following number: 1-408-418-9388  
Call from a cell phone to avoid charges. Access code: 620 244 215# Password: cFh9mnGRp68 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Adopt Agenda (No item of business shall be considered unless it appears on the agenda for the meeting. Council members may add 

items to the agenda prior to adoption of the agenda.) 
4. Consent Agenda (Those items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be acted upon by 

one motion under this agenda item. There will be no separate discussion of these items, unless a Council Member so requests, in which 
event, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered immediately after the adoption of the consent agenda.) 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – March 16, 2020 
b. March 2020 Claims 

 
5. Open Forum (Individuals may address the council about any item not contained on the regular agenda. There is a maximum of fifteen 

(15) minutes set aside for open forum. A maximum of three (3) minutes is allotted per person. The City Council will take no official action on 
items discussed at the forum, with the exception of referral to staff for future report.) 

 
6. Special Business 

None 
 

7. New Business 
a. CMHP Request for PUC Support 
b. Sewer and Well Exemption Request – Johnson 
c. Utility Pole Attachment Agreement – MN Energy Resources 

 
8. Old Business 

a. Award Vegetation Management Services Contract 
b. Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop 

 
9. Communications 

a. Utility Billing Monthly Report – March 2020 
b. Utility Billing Adjustments Report – March 2020 
c. Quarterly Sewer Response Report 

 
10. Reports 

a. Public Utilities General Manager 
b. Public Works Director 
c. Commissioner Baldwin 
d. Chair Ardner 

 
11. Adjournment 
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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Commissioner Ardner called to order the regular meeting of the 
Mora Public Utilities Commission at 3:00 PM on Monday, March 16, 2020, in the city hall council 
chambers.  
 

3. Roll Call: Present: Commissioners Greg Ardner, Joe Heggernes, and Brett Baldwin 
 Absent: none 

Staff Present: Utilities General Manager Crawford, Public Works Director Kohlgraf, 
Utility Billing Clerk Bliss, and Deputy City Clerk Yoder   

4. Adopt Agenda: MOTION made by Baldwin, seconded by Heggernes, and unanimously 
carried to approve the agenda as presented. 

5. Consent Agenda: MOTION made by Heggernes, seconded by Baldwin, and unanimously 
carried to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes – February 18, 2020 
b. February 2020 Claims 

6. Open Forum: No one spoke at open forum.  

7. Special Business: There was no special business to discuss. 

8. New Business:  

a. Vegetation Management Services RFP: Crawford reported the PUC approved 
$75,000 for tree trimming/vegetation management in the 2020 Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) as well as $75,000 in the  2021 CIP. Staff reported the MMU 
country line was accidentally overlooked in 2017 and recommended the scope of 
work be broadened during the next contracted services. MOTION made by 
Heggernes, seconded by Baldwin, and unanimously carried to direct staff  to 
advertise the RFP as presented.    

b. Water Service Truck Replacement: Kohlgraf reported the existing 1994 Chevy 1-ton, 
500-gallon tank service truck used for flushing and sewer cleaning was due for 
replacement. Kohlgraf presented a quote for a 2013 F-750 truck, which had a larger 
water tank and may increase efficiency in the water/wastewater department. 
MOTION made by Heggernes, seconded by Baldwin, and unanimously carried to 
accept the quote, upon a satisfactory inspection, from United Rental for the F-750 
Ford Diesel truck with 2,000-gallon water tank in the amount not to exceed 
$44,562.78.      

9. Old Business:  

a. Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop: Crawford provided an 
update from the conversation with the city attorney regarding potential water 
contamination caused by private well usage of Jerry’s Bait Shop. Crawford cited city 
attorney Jamnik’s advise for a preferred solution of utility supplied water with a 
filtration system for the bait operations and if Larson’s concern was solely related to 
cost, then a variance was not a good option. Crawford provided reasons to avoid a 
well variance which included concerns over well-head protection, cross 
contamination, and aquifer levels and additionally stated not wanting to maintain a 
filtration system may not be reason enough to grant a variance. MOTION made by 
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Ardner, seconded by Baldwin, and unanimously carried to table the discussion for 
the next meeting. 

10. Communications: The following communications were reviewed. 

a. Utility Billing Monthly Report – February 2020  
b. Utility Billing Adjustments Report – February 2020  

11. Reports: 
a. Public Utilities General Manager: Crawford reported working on coronavirus related 

issues as they evolve and stated city facilities would be closed to the public 
Wednesday, March 18 through March 27, 2020; as things worsen staff will look at 
shift scheduling for utility crews and maintaining overall health for staff; Crawford 
will meet with county emergency staff twice a week and provide updates via 
Facebook and the city website.    

b.  Public Works Director: Nothing new to report.  
c. Commissioner Baldwin: Nothing new to report. 
d. Commissioner Heggernes: Heggernes reported researching options to keep the 

dump station open at the fairgrounds and learned there are ways to meter usage 
and accept payment with a card reader. Discussion ensued regarding the need for 
electricity to the station for the card reader to operate and the potential additional 
expense. Baldwin reported seeing lines of campers every Friday night and Saturday 
to use the station when he managed the civic center. The consensus was to direct 
staff to investigate this option.    

e. Chair Ardner: Ardner reported speaking with Dean Randt of Coborns about charging 
stations for electric vehicles at Coborns; Randt responded positively with indication 
of a location in the south area of the parking lot. Crawford stated she had provided 
Randt a copy of the legal agreement currently in place between other Coborns 
stores and cities for review. Ardner pointed out North Branch’s process for 
petitioning to become a five member commission; Ardner felt five members was a 
great idea and explained the difficulties of a quorum with three members in a small 
community; Ardner raised the issue of councilmembers on the PUC and how 
councilmembers are under political pressure while the PUC is a business and not 
subject to politics, Ardner stated he will monitor the progress and see how North 
Branch pans out.  
 

12. Adjournment: MOTION made by Heggernes, seconded by Baldwin, and unanimously carried 
to adjourn at 3:27 PM.  

 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Chair 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Secretary 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: April 20, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
 Beth Thorp, Community Development Director 
RE: CMHP Request for PUC Support 
 
SUMMARY 
The Central Minnesota Housing Partnership (CMHP) is proposing the construction of a 32-unit apartment 
complex for low and moderate income households on 9th Street and has requested support from the city and 
utility in the forms of Tax Increment Financing (TIF), waiving of open space dedication, reduction of WAC + SAC 
fees, and a threshold letter showing need and support for the project. The PUC will consider reduction of WAC 
+ SAC fees on April 20, 2020 and the City Council will consider TIF and open space dedication on April 21, 2020. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
CMHP is a regional non-profit 501(c)(3) organization originally created and incorporated in May 1993. In 
February 1994, CMHP was designated as a Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) by 
the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency. CMHP was created with the goals of preserving, improving and 
increasing the affordable housing stock in Central Minnesota. These goals have been achieved over the 
years through a variety of innovative programs and services that have developed and provided 
affordable housing to low and moderate income households. Since 1994, the organization has accessed 
and leveraged over $255,000,000 through various programs and funders to assist our region in 
addressing its affordable housing needs. 
 
CMHP has a purchase agreement for a 14-acre parcel generally located west of Highway 65 and south of 
9th Street. The sale and future development are contingent upon receiving Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits through Minnesota Housing, and the application for these tax credits is much stronger and more 
competitive when leveraged with local support. 
 
WAC + SAC 
Water access charge (WAC) and sewer access charge (SAC) fees are charged to anyone connecting to water 
and sewer and are determined to maintain, repair, alter or enlarge all equipment, buildings and sites to 
manage water and sewer utilities for a property. The fees are based on the average use of many buildings. The 
fees for a single family home is $3,900. The rate for an apartment / townhome development is 80% of a single 
family home fee. 
 
CMHP is requesting the PUC support the 32-unit townhome development by reducing WAC + SAC fees by 50% 
for a total reduction of $62,400.  
 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
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TIF uses the increased property taxes that a new real estate development generates to finance costs of 
the development. CMHP has requested that the City Council consider providing assistance through the 
creation of a residential TIF district. The maximum term for a residential TIF district is 26 years and the 
city has historically allowed the full term with pay-as-you-go financing. Pay-as-you-go requires the 
developer to pay for allowable costs up-front, with the increments used to reimburse the developer on 
an annual basis. 
 
Rebecca Kurtz, Senior Municipal Advisor for Ehlers, has prepared a preliminary cashflow analysis for this 
project. The analysis shows that the total TIF available over 26 years is $737,254 with a present value / 
estimated principal amount of $446,814 (assuming an interest rate of 4.0%). Ehlers is estimating 
$28,356 to be available annually for reimbursement. These numbers reflect the city’s ability to retain up 
to 10% for administration of the district. Also, these numbers are estimates and will change as more 
details are provided by CMHP. 
 
Open Space Dedication 
Because the subject parcel is located in the Shoreland Management District and given the number of units 
proposed, the proposed development will require approval of a Conditional Use Permit for Planned Unit 
Development (PUD). As a residential PUD City Code requires a minimum of 5% of the gross area be dedicated 
for public recreation space or other public use. In this case 5% equates to 30,492 square feet or .7 acre.  
 
While CMHP is proposing the inclusion of a playground for its tenants, the playground area is approximately 
2,088 square feet and it’s not intended to be dedicated to the public. Further, the site plan does not show any 
other areas intended to be dedicated as public open space. CMHP is requesting that the city accept the 
proposed playground in lieu of open space dedication. 
 
Threshold Letter 
A threshold letter details the city’s need and support for the proposed project, in this case providing specific 
assistance being offered by the city and utility to CMHP to better leverage its Minnesota Housing application. 
Staff has prepared a draft letter for the City Council’s consideration, but it will be amended based on the 
outcome of the PUC and City Council meetings. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 
Several local jurisdictions have identified the lack of suitable housing in our community, which is supported by 
the data identified in the Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis prepared by Maxfield Research & 
Consulting completed for the Mora HRA, Kanabec County EDA and City of Mora EDA. Staff believes that 
CMHP’s 32-unit apartment complex will assist with meeting these needs, and showing support from the city 
and utility will increase the chances that this project receives Low Income Housing Tax Credits through 
Minnesota Housing. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to adopt Resolution PUC2020-421reducing the WAC + SAC fees by 50% on 32 units for a total 
reduction of $62,400. 
 
 
Attachments 
Written request from CMHP 
Vasa Crossing Apartments site plan 
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RESOLUTION NO. PUC2020-421 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MORA, MINNESOTA, 
SUPPORTING WAC AND SAC FEE REDUCTIONS FOR A 32-UNIT MULTI-FAMILY,  

LOW INCOME HOUSING PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, The Central Minnesota Housing Partnership, Inc. (CMHP) has proposed to build a 32-unit 
multi-family, low income apartment housing project in the City of Mora; and 
 
WHEREAS, the housing project meets the needs of the City and low income housing is found to be in 
short supply in the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the success of the application is predicated, in part, on local support of the project through 
the reduction in water and sewer access charges. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Public Utilities Commission as follows: (1) the Public Utilities 
Commission supports CMHP’s application for Low Income Housing Tax Credits for a 32-unit multi-family, 
low income apartment housing project; and, (2) city/utility staff is hereby authorized to reduce the WAC 
and SAC fees by 50% on the said 32 units for a total reduction of $62,400, pending funding approval 
from the State of Minnesota. The adoption of this resolution does not bind the Public Utilities 
Commission to reduce the WAC and SAC fees, or provide other reductions or municipal funds for this 
project. 
 
The foregoing resolution was introduced and moved for adoption by Commissioner ___________ and 
seconded by Commissioner ____________. 
 

Voting for the resolution: .......................  
Voting against the resolution:.................  
Abstained from voting: ...........................  
Absent: ....................................................  
 

Motion carried and resolution adopted this 20th day of April, 2020. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Greg Ardner, Chair     

ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Lindy Crawford, City Administrator 





CITY OF MORA 
MORA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

 
101 Lake Street South 
Mora, MN  55051-1588  

 

ci.mora.mn.us 
320.679.1511      Fax 320.679.3862             320.679.1451 
 

The City of Mora is an Equal Opportunity Provider/Employer 
For TDD, call 711 

 
April 21, 2020 
 
Ms. Deanna Hemmesch 
Executive Director 
Central Minnesota Housing Partnership, Inc. 
37 28th Avenue N., Suite 102 
St. Cloud, MN 56303 
 
RE:  Vasa Crossing Apartments 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hemmesch, 
 
The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and City Council met on April 20 and April 21, 2020 respectively to 
review the Vasa Crossing Apartments housing development proposal submitted by Central Minnesota 
Housing Partnership (CMHP). The PUC and City Council have both offered their endorsement for the 32-
unit apartment complex based upon findings that the project will assist with meeting locally identified 
housing needs and that the housing proposed is currently in short supply within the local housing 
market. This need is evidenced by the data identified in a feasibility study completed by CMHP in 2019 
as well as the Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis for the City of Mora, Minnesota prepared by 
Maxfield Research & Consulting in 2019. 
 
As part of its endorsement, the City Council has offered support to the Vasa Crossing Townhomes 
project through the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF). The City Council estimates the total amount of 
TIF available over a 26-year term is $737,254 with a present value of $446,814 (assuming an interest 
rate of 4.0%), with an estimate of $28,356 being available annually. This assistance will be in the form of 
pay-as-you-go tax increment financing. 
 
Additionally, the PUC and City Council are offering support to the Vasa Crossing Apartments project 
through the following incentives: 
• Reduction of WAC + SAC fees from 80% to 50% on 32 units for a total reduction of $62,400. 
• Waived open space dedication requirement in exchange for the installation of a non-public 

playground and negotiations with Vasaloppet USA to provide a long-term agreement to cross the 
subject site during organized race events. This eliminates the requirement that either 5% of the land 
be dedicated to the public for open space or a public use fee of $500. 

 
The proposed Vasa Crossing Apartments development not only assists with meeting the community’s 
current housing needs, but it fully aligns with the housing goals and policies identified in the City of 
Mora Comprehensive Plan. The PUC and City Council’s endorsement for Vasa Crossing Apartments is 
evidenced by Resolution PUC2020-421, Resolution No. 2020-421 and Resolution No. 2020-422, copies of 
which are enclosed. 
 



 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lindy Crawford 
City Administrator / Public Utilities General Manager 
 
 
Encl. 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: April 20, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Joseph Kohlgraf, Public Works Director 
RE: Sewer and Well Exemption Request – Linda Johnson 

ITEM SUMMARY 
The PUC will review and consider a sewer and well exemption permit request. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Linda Johnson recently purchased the property at 611 Oslin Rd. and is requesting to add a private well and 
sewer system to the property for the construction of a single family residence.  Johnson’s options are to either 
connect to the municipal sanitary sewer and water systems or install a private well and private sewer system. 
In order for a property owner to install a private system, per Code of Ordinances, Title V Public Works, §50.12 
Exemptions, a hardship must exist and an exemption permit is required. 

Staff has determined that municipal service is not within a reasonable distance of Johnson’s property, which 
constitutes a hardship per §50.12 (B) (1), and recommends approval of a sewer and well exemption for 
Johnson’s property at 611 Oslin Rd. 

OPTIONS & IMPACTS 
1. Approval- no impacts at this time.
2. Denial- building on this property is put on hold.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to approve Resolution PUC2020-422 approving the sewer and well exemption permit request. 

Attachments 
Location Map 
Resolution PUC2020-422 





Resolution PUC2020-422 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EXEMPTION ALLOWING A PRIVATE SEWER SYSTEM  
AND PRIVATE WELL AS REQUESTED BY LINDA JOHNSON 

 
 
WHEREAS, Linda Johnson, property owner, submitted an application for exemption on March 10, 2020, 
in order to install a private sewer system and private well rather than connect to the municipal sanitary 
sewer and water system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property is located at 611 Oslin Rd., Mora, MN, and is legally described as: 
 

PID 22.00500.00 
The South 277.00 feet of the East 314.51 feet of the North Half of the Southeast Quarter of the 

Northwest Quarter (N1/2 of SE1/4) of Section 13, Township 039, Range 024 
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
WHEREAS, the Mora Municipal Utilities Commission has reviewed the request and finds that a hardship 
exists due to municipal sanitary sewer and water systems not being within a reasonable distance of the 
subject property. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mora Municipal Utilities Commission approves the exemption 
with the following conditions: 
 
1. Construction of the private sewer system and private well shall be completed within one (1) year of 

the date of this resolution or the exemption shall become invalid. 
 

2. The property shall be required to connect to municipal sanitary sewer service and water service 
when it becomes available to the subject property. Mora Municipal Utilities will notify the property 
owner when service is available and the property owner shall connect within two (2) years of notice. 

 
3. The owners of the subject property must pay their fair share of the assessments or other costs 

associated with the extension of municipal services to the area once the services are extended. 
 
4. This Resolution shall be recorded at the office of the Kanabec County Recorder. 
 
 
The foregoing resolution was introduced and moved for adoption by Commissioner ___________ and 
seconded by Commissioner ____________.  

 
 

Voting for the Resolution: ................. 
Voting Against the Resolution: ..........  
Abstained from Voting: .....................  
Absent: .............................................  

 
 

Motion carried and resolution adopted this 20th day of April, 2020.  



 
 

___________________________________  
Greg Ardner 
Chairman  
 

ATTEST:  
___________________________________ 
Lindy Crawford 
Public Utilities General Manager 
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 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: April 20, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
RE: Utility Pole Attachment Agreement – MN Energy Resources 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
The PUC will review and consider a utility pole attachment agreement with Minnesota Energy Resources 
(MERC). 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Last year staff was approached by MERC regarding an advanced metering infrastructure (AMI) project they are 
completing throughout the state of MN. They are requesting to install antennae’s on two MMU utility poles. 
 
For consistency with other utility and communication companies connected to MMU infrastructure staff 
suggested a pole attachment agreement be entered into. Staff worked with MERC and the city attorney to 
draft the attached pole attachment agreement. The terms are agreeable and consistent with agreements 
MERC has with other municipal utilities. Staff recommends the PUC accepts the agreement as presented. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 

1. Accept the pole attachment agreement with MERC as presented. 
2. Amend the pole attachment agreement, this will require additional legal review by the city attorney 

and MERC. 
3. Reject pole attachment agreement, prohibiting MERC to install antennae’s on two MMU utility poles. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to accept the pole attachment agreement with MN Energy Resources as presented and direct the 
Public Utilities General Manager to enter into the agreement. 
 
 
Attachments 
None 
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AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is made this ___ day of __________ 2020, (‘Effective Date”) by 
and between City of Mora (“Licensor”) and Minnesota Energy Resources, a Minnesota 

corporation (“Licensee”). 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS the Licensee, desires to erect antennae’s and equipment and use certain poles 
owned by the Licensor to which they will attach their antennae’s and equipment; and 
 

WHEREAS Licensor desires to maintain good relations with the Licensee and make 
available certain of its poles to the Licensee; and 
 

WHEREAS both parties have determined it is in their best interests to allow the use of 
Licensor’s poles as above described under the conditions described in this Agreement, 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 
 
Licensor enables and hereby grants a license to the Licensee, subject to the terms and conditions 
hereinafter set forth, to use certain poles of the Licensor for the purpose of attaching its facilities at 
such locations and such a manner as may from time to time be requested by the Licensee and 
approved by the Licensor, which approval shall be evidenced by a print marked Exhibit "A", 
executed by the parties hereto and showing the date of such approval, the pole numbers and the 
location of such poles.  Such prints shall be attached hereto, and made a part hereof and identified 
by number.  The Licensee agrees that its facilities and its use of the pole of poles described in the 
Exhibit "A" shall be at its, the Licensee's, own risk and at its own cost and expense, and shall be in 
conformity with the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) including any amendments thereto. 
 
 
 ARTICLE I 
 
 Attachments to Poles 
 

Before attachments are made by Licensee, Licensor will inspect each pole and rearrange or 
replace its facilities as it deems is required in order to provide space for the Licensee at the expense 
(including the net cost of pole replacement) of the Licensee.  The Licensee shall pay for all 
rearrangements and net replacement cost incurred by the Licensor prior to attachment by the 
Licensee.  Licensee may also be liable for costs incurred by other licensees for rearranging their 
facilities.  The costs referred to in this agreement shall be Licensor's fully loaded costs, as derived 
from their normal accounting and costing procedures.  Throughout the Term of this Agreement, 
Licensor shall not intentionally disturb Licensee’s authorized attachments, except as such 
disturbance may be necessary in an emergency or natural disaster situation. 
 
 ARTICLE II 
 

Rent 
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 Licensee shall pay Licensor annually as rent the sum provided in Exhibit “A” (“Rent”): 
for use of the Licensor’s poles. The first Rent payment shall be paid within 45 days of the 
Effective Date of this Agreement.  Thereafter, Rent shall be paid annually on or before the first 
day of January of each year during the term of this Agreement.    
 
  

ARTICLE III 
 

Maintenance of Attachments 
 

(a)  The Licensee or its agent agrees to make and maintain all attachments upon said poles 
in a proper, safe and workmanlike manner and in accordance with requirements of the National 
Electrical Safety Code (NESC). 

(b)  Whenever a pole to which Licensee has attached facilities is replaced, Licensee shall 
transfer its facilities at its expense, within 10 days after notice that the pole has been replaced.  
Whenever such a pole must be of a size larger than that normally required at that location due solely 
to the requirement of Licensee, Licensee shall pay the incremental cost of such additional pole size, 
as determined by Licensor, within 10 days of the pole replacement in order to continue to maintain 
an attachment at that location. 
 

(c)  Any strengthening of poles through the use of guying, required to accommodate the 
attachments of Licensee, shall be provided by and at the expense of Licensee and to the satisfaction 
of all other occupants of the poles. 
 
 ARTICLE IV 
 Right-of-Way for Licensee's Attachments 
 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed as a guarantee or permission from owners of 
private property or other authorities, to the Licensee to use said facilities, and upon notice that 
objection is made by such owners or authorities to such use, the Licensor may immediately declare 
the Exhibit "A" cancelled, and thereupon the Licensee shall remove all attachments and cease to 
use any or all said facilities. 
 
 ARTICLE V 
 
 Hazards to Personnel 
 

Licensee knows that Licensor is engaged in transmitting electric current and will warn its 
employees or its agent not to touch, move, manipulate or tamper with any attachments of Licensor.  
Licensee's employees or its agent may access poles to make and maintain attachments, but shall not 
access the poles where any defective condition is observable until Licensor has been notified and 
Licensor has made an inspection.  Licensee’s employees shall not climb Licensor’s poles. 
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 ARTICLE VI 
 
 Liability and Damages 
 

(a)  Licensee shall indemnify, protect, defend and save harmless the Licensor, its agents, 
employees and servants from and against any and all damages on account of damage to property, 
injury to or death to persons arising either directly or indirectly out of the erection, maintenance, 
repair, presence, use or removal of said attachments of Licensee. 
 
 

 
(b)  At all times during which this Agreement is in effect, Licensee shall self-insure or carry 

and keep in effect at its expense, the following types of insurance:  Worker's compensation and 
commercial general liability.  The minimum insurance coverages shall be as follows: 

 
Commercial General Liability Insurance.  

• $1,000,000 – per occurrence  
• $2,000,000 – annual aggregate 
• $2,000,000 – annual aggregate – Products/Completed Operations 

 
Licensor shall be endorsed as an additional insured. 
  
Workers’ Compensation Insurance. Worker’s compensation insurance in accordance with 
the statutory requirements of the State of Minnesota, including Coverage B, employer’s 
liability. Insurance minimum limits are as follows: 

• $500,000 - Bodily Injury by Disease per employee 
• $500,000 – Bodily Injury by Disease aggregate 
•  $500,000 – Bodily Injury by Accident.  

 
If Minnesota Statutes, Section 176.041 exempts Licensees from worker’s compensation 
insurance or if Licensee has no employees in the Licensor city, Licensee must provide a 
written statement, signed by an authorized representative, indicating the qualifying 
exemption that excludes Licensee from the Minnesota workers compensation insurance 
requirements. 
 

If during the course of the contract, Licensee becomes eligible for worker’s compensation, Licensee 
must comply with the workers’ compensation insurance requirements herein and provide Licensor 
with a certificate of insurance. 
 
Licensee shall, prior to attaching any antennae or equipment to Licensor’s poles, deliver a statement 
of self-insurance or certificate of insurance as evidence that the above coverages are in full force 
and effect. 
 
The insurance requirements may be met through any combination of self-insurance, primary and 
umbrella/excess coverage.   
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Licensee’s policies shall be primary insurance to any other valid and collectible insurance available 
to the Licensor with respect to any claim arising out of this Agreement. 
 
(c)  Limitation on Damages.  Unless otherwise expressly provided in this agreement, Licensor 
shall not be liable to Licensee for consequential, incidental, punitive, exemplary or indirect 
damages suffered by Licensee or by any subscriber, customer or purchaser of Licensee for lost 
profits or other business interruption damages, whether by virtue of any statute, in tort or in 
contract, under any provision of indemnity, or otherwise, regardless of the theory of liability upon 
which any such claim may be based. 
 
 

ARTICLE VII 
 
 Existing Rights of Other Parties 
 

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as affecting the rights or privileges previously 
conferred by Licensor on others not parties to this Agreement including rights to use any poles or 
pole space; and Licensor shall have the right to continue and extend such rights or privileges.  The 
license herein granted shall at all times be subject to such contracts and arrangements. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
 
 Assignment of Rights 
 

The rights hereby granted the Licensee are personal to it and cannot be assigned, transferred, 
or sublet without the consent in writing of the Licensor which shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
 
 ARTICLE IX 
 
 Waiver of Terms and Conditions 
 

Failure to enforce any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement shall not constitute a 
waiver of any such terms or conditions. 
 
 ARTICLE IX 
 
 Rights of Licensee 
 

(a)  No use under this Agreement however extended, of Licensor's poles shall create or vest 
in Licensee any ownership or property rights in said poles but Licensee's rights therein shall be and 
remain a mere license.  Nothing herein contained shall be construed to compel Licensor to maintain 
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any of said poles for a period longer than that demanded by its own service. 
 

(b)  Should Licensee fail to comply with any provision of this Agreement or fail to remove 
its attachments on the termination of the Agreement, Licensor shall have the continuing right to 
immediately remove Licensee's attachments from Licensor's poles and charge Licensee the cost of 
such removal.  Waiver of any default hereunder by the Licensor shall not act to waive or excuse 
any subsequent default by Licensee. 
 

(c)  If at any time in the judgment of the Licensor, Licensee's attachments result in an 
impairment or hazard to Licensor's operation, maintenance or construction activities, Licensor may 
terminate this Agreement upon 45 days’ written notice. 
 
 ARTICLE X 
 
 Term of Agreement 
 

This Agreement, unless otherwise terminated as is herein provided, shall continue in force 
from the Effective Date until December 31, 2020 and thereafter from year to year, unless terminated 
by either party hereto by giving notice of its intention to terminate to the other party at least six 
months prior to the end of any period.   

 
 ARTICLE XI 
 
 Applicable Law and Venue 
 

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the State of Minnesota 
without regard to its conflict of laws principles.  Any court proceeding regarding enforcement of 
this Agreement shall be commenced and heard in Kanabec County District Court, Minnesota, 
and the Parties consent and submit to the jurisdiction and venue of that Court. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be 
executed by their officers authorized so to do the day and year first above written. 

WITNESS:   City of Mora    
(LICENSOR) 

     
     
  By:   
     
     
  Title:  _____________________________    
     
     
WITNESS:    Minnesota Energy Resources    

(LICENSEE) 
     
     
  By:   
     
     
  Title: ____________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT "A" 
 

Following is a list of poles with authorized attachments in addition to those included in the Master 
Agreement:  

 
City/Town/Village     Pole      

Mora 45.877829, -93.289841 
Mora 45.867545, -93.287357      

       
       

 
See picture and description below for attachment detail: 

 
 

• Equipment 1: Connected Grid Router (CGR) 23 pounds, 11.3 inches x 9.7 inches x 8.5 
inches, 20 to 28 watts nominal, maximum power usage 75 watts, 304 KW hours per year 

  
• Equipment 2: Antenna, 1 pound, 18 inches x 1 inch 

 
 
 

See attached map for all pole attachment locations. 
 
These attachments are subject to all terms and conditions of the Master Agreement. 
Rental Charge = $60.00 per attachment, per year 
Date of Approval:       
 
City of Mora     
(LICENSOR) 
 
By:         
 
Title:         
 
  Minnesota Energy Resources    
(LICENSEE) 
 
 
By:         
 
Title:            
 
 





Item No. 8a 

1 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: April 20, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
RE: Award Vegetation Management Services Contract 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
The PUC will review and consider awarding a vegetation management services contract. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The PUC recently advertised for request for proposals (RFP) for vegetation management services. The RFP was 
approved by the PUC at their March regular meeting and was then sent to several tree service companies. 
Two tree service companies responded to the RFP: New Age Tree Service in the amount of $160,235.71 and 
Lake States Tree Service Inc. in the amount of $171,907.38. 
 
Staff reviewed both proposals and makes a recommendation based on the total cost of the project and 
timeline to complete the project proposed by the company. Based on the review criteria staff recommends 
securing New Age Tree Service for vegetation management services. 
 
OPTIONS & IMPACTS 

1. Accept New Age Tree Service’s proposal and direct staff to prepare a service agreement with New Age 
Tree Service for vegetation management services, the lowest bid received with work starting in the 
next six weeks. 

2. Accept Lake States Tree Service’s proposal and direct staff to prepare a service agreement with Lake 
States Tree Service’s for vegetation management services, the highest bid received with work starting 
next year. 

3. Reject both proposals and do nothing. This is not recommended as tree and brush removal is needed 
to avoid disruption to the distribution system. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Motion to accept the proposal from New Age Tree Service for vegetation management services. 
Motion to direct staff to prepare a service agreement with New Age Tree Service for vegetation management 
services. 
 
 
Attachments 
None 





Item No. 8b 

1 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
Date: April 20, 2020 
To: Public Utilities Commission 
From: Lindy Crawford, Public Utilities General Manager 
RE: Petroleum Storage Tank Release Site – Jerry’s Bait Shop 

 
ITEM SUMMARY 
Staff provided an update on the petroleum storage tank release site at the Jerry’s Bait Shop located at 631 East 
Maple Avenue at the March 16th meeting. The PUC tabled the item for one month. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Over the last several years the PUC and staff have had discussions with the MPCA and Don Larson, owner of 
Jerry’s Bait Shop regarding potential water contamination from the well at Jerry’s Bait Shop. Over the last 
several years the MCPA has been actively monitoring the site to assess potential public health concerns. 
 
At the December 16, 2019 meeting the consensus of the PUC was that a variance from City Code 52.23 may be 
an option due to public health concerns. After further discussion at the February 18, 2020 meeting staff was 
directed to consult with the city attorney regarding this possibility. 
 
The city attorney has advised that the preferred solution would be utility supplied water with a filtration or 
treatment system for the bait operation. Reasons to avoid allowing a well in city limits include concerns 
regarding well head protection, cross contamination, and aquifer levels for example. However, a variance may 
be acceptable depending on the property owner’s reasoning for rejecting a filtration or treatment system.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Discuss options and impacts, and direct staff appropriately.  
 
 
Attachments 
None 





Utility Billing Monthly Report
Calendar Year 2019

As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of As of

Description 1/31/2020 2/29/2020 3/31/2020 4/30/2019 5/31/2019 6/30/2019 7/31/2019 8/31/2019 9/30/2019 10/31/2019 11/30/2019 12/31/2019

Total Account Balances 601,347.50$   551,698.11$   595,134.72$   

     Current Period 555,704.84$   497,019.39$   532,608.19$   

     1 Period Overdue 28,985.02$     35,747.28$     32,808.33$     

     2 Periods Overdue 8,396.86$       11,454.21$     17,307.07$     

     3 Periods Overdue 8,471.17$       7,568.36$       12,342.36$     

Total Penalties Applied to Account 6,226.45$       6,190.49$       7,827.78$       

Past Due/Disconnection Notices Mailed
(customer 30 days or more past due) *

71 66 0

Utility Disconnects 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     Missed Payments on Payment Agreement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

     No Response to Past Due/Disc Notice/Door Tag 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

* Does not include Quamba residents, customers with a payment agreement in place, and water only accounts.

COMMENTS:

Credit balance for '3 Periods Overdue' is due to pre-payment on accounts, energy assistance, and a solar connection credits.

Updated 4/9/2020





Monthly Utility Account Adjustments Report 
For Adjustments $50.00 or higher 

 
 

 

DATE SERVICE QTY AMOUNT NOTES 
MARCH 2020         

 NO ADJUSTMENTS TO 
REPORT FOR MARCH, 2020 

   

     

     

     





MORA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
SANITARY SEWER RESPONSE REPORT

No. Date Time Address Sewage 
Back-up

Manholes 
Clear Comments

1 Sat, January 04, 2020 5:30pm 325 West Forest yes yes
Checked mainline, up and downstream manholes, all 
flowing .  Staff suggested cleaning service line.

2 Tue, February 18, 2020 9:07 AM 121 South Union St. yes yes
Checked mainline, up and downstream manholes, all 
flowing .  Staff suggested cleaning service line.

3 Thu, February 20, 2020 11:28 AM 213 Maple Ave.W. yes yes

Checked mainline, up and downstream manholes, all 
flowing .  Staff suggested cleaning service line.**Owner of 
property has lift pump, not functional at time of staff 
inspection.  This home shares sewer with neighboring 
property**

4 Tue, February 25, 2020 8:36 AM 918 Maple Ave. E. yes yes
Checked mainline, up and down stream manholes, all 
flowing.  Staff suggested cleaning.**Owner says sewers are 
connected, will look into this item**

5 Fri, February 28, 2020 2:02 PM 608 McLean St. yes yes
Checked mainline, up and down stream manholes, all 
flowing.  Staff suggested cleaning.

6 Fri, February 28, 2020 9:43 PM 500 MN‐ 65 yes yes
checked mainline, up and down stream manholes, all clear. 
Plumber there cleaning line.

7 Sat, March 07, 2020 3:40 PM 231 Stewart Ave. yes yes
Checked mainline, up and downstream manholes, all clear.  
Staff suggested cleaning line.

2020
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